but he did indicate that the scoops are normally used "to
clean up and carry supplies around" (Tr. 529) .  He could not
state how long a scoop would normally spend in the face
area, and he has observed a scoop in operation during the
entire cleanup cycle (Tr. 530) .

Mr. Wolfe could not state how the opening in question
was created, and he confirmed that abatement was achieved
by merely tightening up the bolt.  He confirmed that the
equipment in question should be examined weekly, but he had
_no way of knowing how long the condition existed, and he had
"no reason to believe that the condition would not have been
corrected during the next weekly examination (Tr. 531).

Mr. Wolfe stated that anytime there is mining in the
Pittsburgh coal seam, there is a definite possibility that
methane will be encountered, and he confirmed that the
mine in question has only experienced face ignitions which
did not result in any personal injuries or damage to property

(Tr. 532) .  He further explained his concerns as follows

(Tr. 533-534),

Q.   Now, didn't you testify that the ventilation
on this section was perfectly adequate?

A.   Yes, ma'am.

Q.  Did you have any reason to believe this scoop
was going anywhere but this particular section?

A.

No.

Q.  So, what led you to believe that there was
going to be an accumulation of methane to the 5 to
15 percent range on this section?

A.  Well, methane can accumulate... There are a
lot of reasons why methane can accumulate.  I mean,
at the time I was there, everything was fine as
far as the ventilation was concerned and so on and
so forth, but I don't know what is going to happen
in the next hour or the next day or the next week.

Q.  Did you have any opinion as to what period of
time it would take for this occurrence to take
place?

A.   No, I did not.
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